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HER Story . 
 
It has once been said that “Sometimes it is the people who no imagines anything of, who do 
the things that no one can imagine.” ~ Alan Turing 
 
Who could ever have imagined a Village Queen from Ntwane in Dennilton, to one day be a 
Nationally Recognized Fashion Designer. From dressing the likes of Busisiwe Mkhwebane, 
The Protector of Mzansi, to local superstars such as Lady Zamar, and many more South 
African celebrities. The show stopper impact of her work speaks for itself – the epitome of 
class, elegance & African chic. She is a dream chaser, a risk taker, a game changer, a fighter 
and influencer. She is – I am: Bonolo Mashilo, founder & Senior Designer of BMashiloDesigns. 
 
On the 13th of February 2017, I made the bold decision to pull the plug on my 9-5 corporate 
career as a fashion buyer to chase my dreams. I resigned from the lavish comfort one of SA’s 
leading fashion retailers and set up my own design studio in the garage at home. It wasn’t 
glamourous, and far from comfort, but I knew I wanted more for myself and my future; I 
wanted to become the best version of myself possible. Therefore, juggling my 9-5 and then 
getting home to my passion later, was no longer an option. “The day had come when the risk 
to remain tight in a bud was more painful than the risk it took to blossom” ~ Anais Nin. 
 
As with any risk, it has been a challenging and life changing journey. The entrepreneurship 
struggle is no joke. I’ve had days when I’ve been down and out, depressed and knocked out. 
But thankfully, 6months into the journey, I started sharing my work on social media and the 
response was overwhelmingly positive. So much so that, the garage space had become too 
small. So, I had to get a new office space and a new employee, because the design orders 
had become too much for me to complete alone. A few months later, I had to employ a 2nd 
seamstress. Looking back at the start of my journey, with all the mixed emotions I’ve had: 
The fact that I’ve created employment for two strong women who are now able to fend for their 
children, is what I am most proud of! And nothing brings me greater satisfaction than that.  
 
There has never been a single day when I’ve doubted myself nor regretted my decision. I 
believe I have found my passion and it has set my soul on fire. I only look ahead now, 
because there is no turning back. I look forward to the many more lives I will impact and 
change though the power of design. And the joy my garments will continue to bring to all 
current and future clients. This is BMashiloDesigns. 
 
 
 


